
Submission to the Child Safety Commission of 
Inquiry
Date: [Insert Today’s Date]

Re: Systemic Failings in Residential Care – Lived Experience and Current Concerns for children in 
care

Introduction
I hold long-term guardianship of my daughter, who is currently in out-of-home residential care. I 
am submitting this statement to highlight serious concerns about her care, and to show how my 
own lived experience in care (  reflects a continuity of systemic issues that the Carmody 
Inquiry (  promised to address but which remain unresolved.

Lived Experience – Then and Now

My Childhood in Care 
At age 13, I came home to find my belongings packed on the verandah. A Child Safety 
Officer told me I was being taken to a foster carer, with no prior contact or preparation.
I lived there for 18 months. I do not recall any regular visits from Child Safety. When the 
placement broke down because the carer’s daughter “didn’t want me there,” I was told 
I was “too difficult to place” and would be sent to a home.
I suggested another family I had previously stayed with. The CSO said “if you want to 
ring them, you can, but we won’t.” I rang them myself, and they rearranged their lives 
to take me. Child Safety did not provide financial support for two years, nor did they 
check in regularly.
Transition to adulthood: When I turned 18 in January, my CSO did not return until June, 
when they simply said I was “no longer under Child Safety.” There was no structured 
transition planning. I was left without support for work, housing, or independence.

My Daughter’s Experience 
Consent ignored: She has had invasive procedures -  

 
 

 
 

She would not meet Gillick competency standards which include 

Understand the nature of the medical treatment,1.

Weigh up the risks and benefits of the treatment,2.









to need placements matched 
to developmental 
needs.

placement broke 
down; told I was 'too 
difficult to place.'

 
 

 arbitrary 
house rules.

Consent & oversight Guardians consulted; 
strong case 
management.

Minimal CSO contact; 
no consultation; had 
to arrange own 
placement.

 
 

staff unaware of 
 

or appointments.

Health access & 
follow-up

Timely health care, 
consistent follow-up.

No health oversight.  
; missed 

specialist 
appointments 
repeatedly.

Transition to 
adulthood

Planned from ~15; 
support with jobs, 
housing, 
independence.

No transition 
support; aged out 
with no help.

Tasks left undone 
(bank account, 
Centrelink, licence, 
housing) until 
guardian acted; Child 
Safety only sends 
emails.

Respect for identity Children treated as 
individuals; carers’ 
role valued.

Labelled 'just a foster 
child'; carers 
unsupported 
financially.

Treated as 'just 
another Aboriginal 
kid in care'; told to 
share iPhone; low 
expectations.

Accountability & 
oversight

Equal accountability 
for all care types.

CSOs absent, carers 
blamed.

Foster carers face 
'matters of concern'; 
resi care not held to 
same standards.




