




difficult ones.  Child Safety Service Centres have the resources, experience and knowledge 
to make these decisions.  

The law is more straight forward.  Following section 59 of the Child Protection Act and other 
sections is not rocket science.  Templates for applications and affidavits are provided to 
follow.  We used to have court coordinators who locally could QA applications and affidavits.  
In the past, for more difficult situations Court Services could be consulted.  

It needs to be remembered: Court work belongs in service centres.  OCFOS, DCPL or 
whatever legal service is provided, is there to support Service Centres.  

Conclusion

The current system with OCFOS and DCPL is unnecessarily complex and bureaucratic.  It 
has resulted in a slower, less parent friendly system that creates more work for Service 
Centre staff for no improvement in outcomes.  

While it may not be possible to go back to court coordinators, OCFOS would seem to 
undertake some of those roles and could provide more assistance to Service Centres in 
undertaking court work.  

Service Centres need to be trusted with their expertise in child protection and their 
knowledge of families in their catchment.  Any legal services are there to assist Service 
Centres in the legal work that ensures from their child protection expertise.  




