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27 March 2026 

 
GPO Box 783 
Brisbane Qld 4000 
 
info@childsafetyinquiry.qld.gov.au 
 

Dear Honourable Paul Anastassiou KC 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide a submission to the Child Safety Commission of Inquiry. The 

Queensland Network of Alcohol and other Drugs Agencies (QNADA) submission is attached. 

QNADA represents a dynamic and broad-reaching specialist network within the non-government 

alcohol and other drug (NGO AOD) sector across Queensland. We have more than 55 member services 

that work at the intersection of multiple systems and provide support to people who have had contact 

with, or are likely to have contact with, child safety services. This includes where concerns have been 

raised about parental capacity to care and protect, as well as young people who are, or were, the 

subject of protection orders or other interventions. This submission is made following consultation 

with QNADA members.   

While most parents who use alcohol and other drugs do so safely with no impact on their capacity to 

care and protect their children, parental substance use is consistently highlighted as a key child 

protection concern. In some circumstances, problematic substance use may indicate that a family is 

experiencing other issues, including poor mental or physical health, domestic and family violence, a 

lack of social support, and poverty.1 Our members have also raised concerns with current responses 

to young people, particularly where they are both a child in need of protection and concerns have 

been raised about their capacity to care and protect their child. At times this can result intensive and 

unnecessary statutory responses that would not be enacted if that young person was not already 

known to the system.  

Regardless of their age, where a parent is experiencing problematic substance use, many of the 

identified impacts on children (eg reduced parental emotional availability, disrupted routines, risk of 

separation, social exclusion and isolation, children taking on a parenting role2) are a result of our 

current policy responses and can be mitigated through improved access to treatment and support. 

Our attached policy position summarises the evidence, outlines current responses, and details our 

position on child safety. 

                                                 
1 Department of Communities, Child Safety and Disability Services. n.d. Impact of parental substance misuse on children. Information for 
early childhood education and care professionals 
2 Moss, Dan., Crooke, Ruth., Rollbusch, Nicole., and Lee, Jacquie. 2019. Working with mothers affected by substance use: Keeping children 
in mind. Emerging Minds. https://d2p3kdr0nr4o3z.cloudfront.net/content/uploads/2019/09/27154408/ Working-with-mothers-affected-
by-substance-use.pdf 
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QNADA is pleased to provide further information or discuss any aspect of this submission. Please don’t 

hesitate to contact me at  or by calling  

 

Yours sincerely 

Rebecca Lang 

CEO 
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