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Disclaimer: This is the story of a person who shared their personal experience with the Commission of Inquiry through a submission or
interview. The names in this story are pseudonyms and identifying details have been removed. The person who shared this experience may
not have been a witness and their account is not evidence. They did not take an oath or affirmation before providing the story.

Nothing in this story constitutes a finding of fact by the Commission of Inquiry. Instead, these stories have been published to show how people
are experiencing the current child safety system in Queensland. Any views expressed are those of the person who shared their experience,
not of the Commission of Inquiry.

Content warning: Some material may be distressing. These statements may include references to violence, abuse, neglect, exploitation,
suicide, or self-harming behaviours, and may contain strong or confronting language. Some narratives may be about First Nations people who
have passed away. Readers are encouraged to engage with this material in a way that supports their wellbeing.

If you would like support, please visit the Commission’s Contact & Support page or reach out to a trusted person or a relevant support service.

| wish | had never become a foster carer. My heart is now broken.

| was a daycare worker when | decided that i could look after these boys that were going from home to home, |
could become a carer to help children, but, | have come to the conclusion that you just can't help them. Child
safety makes it too hard.

| learnt 2 things as a foster carer, it was drill into my head at all the courses | did before | started , it's all about
families and BREAKING THE CYCLE....wellit's NOT.

Child Ais now an adult, on drugs, living in NSW with her mother, and has 1yr old baby. Definitely not breaking the
cycle. She self placed with her mother at 15 and child safety did nothing.

Child B is running around the country and back on trains and child safety more then likely don't even know what or
where she is most weeks. She has an alcohol problem and is a very lost girl who is getting told so many lies she
doesn't know what or who to believe and once again child safety just doesn't care. Once again child safety has let
her self-place.

Child C, is with carer and her younger sibling to a different mother. Doing ok.

Child D, and Child E are with their 70yr old grandmother who is very unwell with heart problems yet child safety
keep putting respite children with her because there aren't enough carers because we all quit because of the way
we get treated.

Child F, who I raised from birth and | was told would be in my care till 18 was sent Tmonth after my child safety
officer left and | got a new one to his 76 yr old grandmother at the age of 2. | fought it but was told family is best it
didn't matter about her age.

The kids mother who | have a good relationship with gave me the magistrates report and he didn't believe he
should go but child safety had already sent him so he said he would let him stay there. The manger said his
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grandparents had spent a lot of money in court to get him so they deserved him. No BREAKING THE CYCLE here
either. Was told from my agency that they did a welfare check and was told by child safety and another agency
worker we don't do them and they were very surprised when | could show them emails proving the worker had sent
me the emails saying she had done it.

Child G, who | have a statutory declaration to care for till she is 18 and that | am still an approved kinship carer for,
| raised her till she was 2 and child safety reunified her to her dad?? 1 month before she was reunified to her dad he
failed a drug test and he also has a domestic violence order on him but as | have stated that doesn't matter to child
safety. Have a case plan that states he was supposed to do 3 courses but | don't believe he has done them. Had
case workers pick up that were friends with him and when | told child safety the were moved on. She went for a Shr
visit with her dad and when she returned she still had the same nappy on never saw that worker again because he
agree with me.

The last case plan i got was dated 19" and stated | couldn't get her to sleep and didn't have her in a routine yet he
could get her to sleep and had her in a stable routine???? She hadn't even started sleepovers yet?? The whole case
plan was all Lies in highlighted all the lies and sent it child safety never got a reply.

I had her going to a paediatrician and while still in my care but going though the reunification process they wouldn't
let me go to her appointment | had lots of questions as she was dairy free and vomiting a lot with certain foods and
not sleeping so | emailed the questions for child safety and her dad to ask the doctor and child safety didn't take
them and she never returned to that doctor again. She is now 4 and i have received phone calls from the hospital in
regards to her having dental surgery??? Child safety even took my mother who owns and has lived in the house for
14yrs off the household family list and tried to say she was never on it but | could prove she was as | had been
independently assessed and she was on that assessment. The lies they tired to come out with on this particular
case is phenomenal but after the lies they tried on me with Child C | kept EVERYTHING. After visits from them |
would email saying as per our visit... just so they couldn't lie anymore and they still do.

Child H, she was born in jail she is with a 70yr old carer 3hours away from any of her family and has met them
once. How is that keeping family together. And sorry what quality of life can a 70yr old give a 2yr old for 18yrs this
was my argument with Child F’s case

| don't see any of the kids | had but | see the rest of the family as | have a great bond with them. | believe child
safety made my bond with the families very hard. | think if carers and families could have a great bond like what |
have with the mother of this family then it make the families all much closer but child safety need to let that
happen if the families are willing some aren't.

When | had the kids family contact was a big thing | would make sure the kids all had contact at least 2times a
month. Now they don't see each other at all so the family that once was close when | had them is now so broken.
This is where | believe it needs to be more about the kids and not the parents.




Child Safety

R,
Commission of Inquiry ‘

Parents need to be made alot more accountable before reunification can happen they need to be drug free for at
least 12mths all drugs marijuana is a drug and they can't have domestic violence orders on them. Putting kids in
these homes is not BREAKING THE CYCLE. They need to be made aware that these kids have other siblings and
these siblings have a bond and that bond needs to be kept.

The reporting line?? Does anything actually ever happen when you ring this line because | am aware that at least
10 phone calls have been made in regard to Child G (and only 1 of them was me.)

And just to throw it in there we are just volunteers like the local ladies down at the footy club cooking chips or like
the rotary club by the manger of child safety that just really tops off why | don't do this as a volunteer position

anymore.
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